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English 
 
In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum and National Strategy for English which are adapted 

to meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Using Personalised Learning Objectives, all pupils access a challenging and exciting English 

Curriculum that promotes achievement. 

 

Pupils study a range of texts, including non-fiction, fiction, poetry, drama and media. We offer 

pupils the opportunity to enhance their understanding of and pleasure in literature through visits 

to the theatre and cinema and competitions. 

 

Pupils have access to a range of resources that promote engagement with learning.   Pupils are 

formally assessed in reading and writing every term and they are informally assessed throughout 

the year. 

 

Pupils in 8A will have the opportunity to study the following areas: 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Drama and Novel 

 

Creative Writing and 

Shakespeare 

Media and Non-Fiction 

Contextual Study  

Drama text 

 Exploring a drama text 

 Role play 

 Developing comprehension 

and analysis skills 

Contemporary novel 

 Exploring a novel 

 Creating and describing 

mythical creatures 

 Empathetic writing and 

writing non-fiction texts 

based on their reading. 

Genre Study (creative 

writing) 

 Using appropriate moving 

images /texts and 

prompts, pupils are to 

develop their writing skills  

Romeo and Juliet 

 Role play 

 Understanding the use of 

language 

 Describing characters 

 Empathetic writing and 

writing non-fiction texts 

based on their reading. 

Magazines 

 Visual and presentation 

features of print texts 

 Creating and analysing 

magazine covers and articles 

Contextual Study 

(World War II) 

 Pupils study a range of non-

fiction products/reading 

sources and respond to them 

through appropriate teacher 

set/led activities and tasks. 
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Pupils in 8B will have the opportunity to study the following areas: 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Creative Writing and Novel 

 

Creative Writing and 

Shakespeare 

Media and Non-Fiction 

Poetry  

Magical Writing 

 Exploring a drama text 

 Role play 

 Developing comprehension 

and analysis skills 

19th Century Novel 

 Exploring a novel 

 Creating and describing 

mythical creatures 

 Empathetic writing and 

writing non-fiction texts 

based on their reading. 

Genre Study (creative 

writing) 

 Using appropriate moving 

images /texts and 

prompts, pupils are to 

develop their writing skills  

Macbeth 

 Role play 

 Understanding the use of 

language 

 Describing characters 

 Empathetic writing and 

writing non-fiction texts 

based on their reading. 

Magazines 

 Visual and presentation 

features of print texts 

 Creating and analysing 

magazine covers and 

articles. 

Poetry 

 Understanding language in 

different forms 

 Creating poetry based on 

similar themes and ideas. 

 

Pupils will also follow a personalised reading programme linked to their current levels of 

attainment and future targets. 
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Mathematics  
In KS3 pupils follow the White Rose Maths scheme of learning or the GCSE scheme of work which 

are adapted to meet the individual needs and abilities of the pupils. At the end of each topic the 

pupils are assessed using the White Rose Maths end of block assessments or GCSE exam 

questions.  

 

They are also assessed at the end of the year using the White Rose assessment or using the 

GCSE exam questions for assessment. 

The pupils are expected to bring a pen, a pencil, a ruler, a rubber, a pair of compasses, a 

protractor, and a calculator for every lesson. 

 

Autumn Term  

White Rose Maths 

 

Place value 

 

Addition and 

subtraction 

Shape Multiplication and 

division 

GCSE 

Integers and 

place value 

 

Decimals 

 

Indices, powers 

and roots 

Factors, multiples 

and primes 

Introduction 

to Algebra 

 

Spring Term  

White Rose Maths 

Multiplication and 

division  

 

Measurement 

 

Fractions Decimals 

GCSE 

Tables, charts and 
graphs 

 
Pie charts 

 
Scatter graphs 

Fractions, decimals and 
percentages 

 

Summer Term  

White Rose Maths 

 

Money 

 

Time Statistics Shape 

GCSE 

 
Percentages 

 

Equations and 
inequalities 

Sequences Properties of shapes 
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Science 
At KS3 all pupils will follow a Programme of Study from the National Curriculum for Science.  This 

is adapted to meet individual pupil needs.   

 

During this year, all pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas: 

Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Food and Life: 

 Definition of Life (recap) 

and links to organ systems 

 Food types and uses 

 The Digestive System 

 types of teeth in humans 

Skeletal and Muscular 

systems: 

 Structure and functions of 

the human skeleton 

 Biomechanics 

 Muscles and antagonistic 

muscle pairs 

 

Environmental Relationships: 

 Different habitats and what 

lives where 

 Types of interaction 

 Populations and collecting 

data 

 Energy, Biomass and 

environmental pyramids 

Elements and Compounds: 

 Periodic Table 

 Types of Compound 

 Chemical equations 

 Gas tests 

 

Rocks: 

 Types of Rock 

 Types of Weathering 

 Formation of rocks and the 

rock cycle 

 Fossils (basic formation) 

 Soils- being part rock, part 

organic materials 

Materials: 

 Identification of everyday 

raw materials and their 

finished products 

 Components of the 

atmosphere 

 Industrial reactions, 

pollution and acid rain 

 Atmospheric pollution and 

climate change 

Heat: 

 Temperature 

 Conduction, Convection & 

Radiation 

 Insulation and energy 

conservation 

Forces: 

 Types of Force 

 Measuring Forces 

 Friction 

 Gravity 

 Levers 

 Pulleys  

Basic magnets (what materials 

are magnets, pole to pole 

attraction and repulsion) 

Electricity: 

 Circuits 

 Current, Voltage and 

resistance 

 Fuses and Mains electricity 

 

 
All lessons are taught by specialist teachers in well-equipped science laboratories supported by 

teaching assistants.   Visual teaching and ICT are integral to our teaching techniques.  Pupils are 

continually assessed, at the end of topics and at the end of the year by an internal examination. 
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Computing 

 
The computing curriculum at KS3 aims to cover as many areas of computing as possible using 

industry standard software where appropriate. Communications technology is a vital tool in the 

modern world and the learners of the Royal School for the Deaf, Derby are ideally placed to profit 

from the benefits these skills will provide. The programme of study is adapted to meet the 

individual needs and capabilities of all learners.  

 
Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 Understand how 

computers are designed 

and how they work. 

 Learn about the internal 

and external parts of a 

computer, and the uses of 

each part. 

 Discover how computers 

process information. 

 Learn some of the 

language of computers, and 

how to translate Binary. 

 Learn about the 

importance of 

programming computers. 

 Develop several different 

programs using a variety 

of programming terms. 

 

 Understand how to use 

computers safely and the 

importance of keeping 

personal information 

secure. 

 Understand about 

different types of e-Crime 

and how to detect false 

emails. 

 Discover what Hackers do, 

and some of the tools and 

methods they use to break 

into systems, and find out 

how to protect themselves 

from Hackers. 

 Learn the differences 

between the internet and 

the world wide web. 

 Discover how computers 

send information to other 

computers. 

 Learn about what makes 

certain websites good and 

the methods of designing 

an interesting website. 

 Develop a website using 

tools discussed. 

 Research a variety of 

computer games available 

and design a game that 

children would enjoy 

playing. 

 Create and program a 

video game in Scratch. 
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Religious Education  

RE supports the aims for education, outlined in the National Curriculum 2013, to: promote the 

spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society, 

and   prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.   

The Principal aim of RE in Derbyshire schools is to enable pupils to participate in an on-going 

search for wisdom, through exploring questions raised by human experience and answers 

offered by the religions and beliefs of the people of Derbyshire and the wider community, so 

as to promote their personal development. 

In RE we will meet two attainment targets:  

Attainment Target 1: learning about religion and belief…Knowledge and understanding. 

Attainment Target 2: learning from religion and belief…reflecting on student’s views and opinions. 

RE at KS3 encourages the development of:  

 Self-understanding • Commitment • Respect for all • Fairness • Open-mindedness • Critical-

mindedness • Curiosity and wonder • Enquiry. 

At KS3 we study three religions (Christianity plus two)  

 Christianity and at least two other principal religions e.g. Buddhism, Judaism, Sikhism, Islam, 

Hinduism. 

 Also a religious community with a significant local presence, where appropriate.   

 A secular world view, where appropriate. 

 Exploring different symbols within different religions.  

To do this we use ICT, Film, Art and media allowing access through both oral, signed and a visual 

medium. 

We then move on to looking at some key questions for example: 

 How can people decide if God is real, and what God is like?  

 What, how and why do people worship? 

 What do different people believe about God? 

In Christianity some of the ways in which religions name and describe the attributes of God 

looking at how Christians think of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

In Islam the 99 Names of Allah and looking at stories which help Muslims understand the nature 

of God e.g. the story of the Night of Power – the revelation of the Qur’an to Muhammad, and the 

story of Muhammad’s night journey and ascension  

In Hinduism stories which help Hindus understand the nature of God, e.g. Lord Shiva chops off 

Ganesha’s head. Hindu beliefs about the Trimurti – Brahma (creator), Vishnu (preserver), Shiva 

(destroyer). 

What can be learned from the Muslim way of life? 

The Five pillars of Islam - belief in one God and his prophet, daily prayer, fasting, charity and 

pilgrimage. 

How they are practised in Britain today the importance of beliefs or values as guides 

for making choices and decisions in daily life. 

The value and challenge for Muslims of following the five pillars. 
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Physical Education  

 

We offer a broad and balanced curriculum providing opportunities for pupils to learn, 

consolidate and improve a variety of sport specific skills.   To support his we offer a 

range of extended day activities that enhance the P.E curriculum.  Pupils are also given 

the opportunity to take part in inter and intra sporting competitions and festivals. 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas and will learn a variety of 

skills within each topic area:-  
 
Year 8   

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
OAA 

Team work, simple map reading 

skills 

Dance 

Copying and creating phases and 

moves.  Creating a routine linked 

to a specific theme 

Tag Rugby 

Passing, scoring, positional 

awareness, rules of game 

Dodgeball 

Target sport which focuses on 

throwing and catching and 

attempting to outwit opponents. 

Golf 

To work extend their skills and 

techniques learnt in Trigolf in 

year7.  Focus on stance, swing, 

putting, long drive, chipping. 

Cycling 

Skills related to use of brakes, 

gears and balance on a 2 or 3 

wheel bike 

 

Gymnastics 

Using basic movement to copy 

and create a routine 

Tennis 

Movement around the court, 

backhand, forehand shots, 

underarm serve 

Athletics 

Practice track and field events 

then record distance and times 

Basketball 

Small sided games focusing on 

passing, dribbling and shooting. 

Trampolining 

To work through the British 

Gymnastics trampoline award 

scheme 

Rounders 

Catch, throw, field and batting 
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Citizenship 

 
Citizenship equips young people with the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an 

effective role in public life. 

 

Citizenship encourages interest in controversial topics to engage young people in 

discussions and debates. Pupils learn about rights, responsibilities and take part in 

decision making activities. 

The outline for year 8 topics is 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

School Rules and 

election of school 

council reps. 

Parliament and Voting 

 Choice of topics 

 For and against reasoning 

 Arguing a case effectively 

 Political Parties 

Giving Nation Project 

www.g-nation.org.uk  

 Pupils supported to be 

social entrepreneurs, 

fundraisers, campaigners 

and volunteers for charities 

and good causes. 

 Use skill, imagination and 

peers to develop mini 

charity projects to benefit 

the wider community. 

Keeping Safe 

 Positive behaviour 

support 

 Keeping safe online 

 PSHE 

The Commonwealth and United 

Nations 

 Countries in the 

Commonwealth 

 Aims of the United Nations 

 Unicef 

 Racism 

 Gender 

Anti bullying Week 

 ‘We’re better 

without bullying’ 

British Values 

 The role of The Monarchy 

First Aid 

 Basic first aid 

Christmas Traditions 

 

Careers 

 Skills and qualities within job 

roles 

 Employment old and modern 

 

http://www.g-nation.org.uk/
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BSL 
 
In KS3 pupils will follow the Signature Level Certificate in BSL. Pupils will be taught according 

to their individual ability and needs. 

 

Level 1 enables pupils to communicate with deaf people in BSL on a range of topics that 

involve simple everyday language use. 

 

Level 2 develops these skills to allow longer and more open ended exchanges. It develops 

functional communication in BSL including a range of real life, routine and daily experiences. 

Pupils will be taught a number of regional variations in sign language. 

 

Both level 1 & 2 are split into 3 different units, and can be achieved separately. To achieve 

the full Levels 1 & 2 certificates, pupils are required to pass all units. 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Finger spelling 

 Length of words 

 Clarity 

 Speed  

 Spell back  

 Receptive and 

productive skills 

BSL sentence structure 

 Recognise the 

difference between 

English structure and 

BSL structure 

 Use BSL structure in 

story telling 

Conversations 

 Placement 

 Hand shape 

 Social conversations 

 Recounting conversations 

 Turn-taking 

 Eye gaze  

 Questions and answers,  

 Maintaining a conversation 

Role Shift 

 Explain why this is 

important in BSL 

 Use of dialogues with 

peers  

 Transform this into a 

role shift 

 

Vocabulary 

 Travel 

 Holidays 

 Shopping 

 Spending 

 Eating and drinking  

Signing Space, pace and flow 

 Use correct signing space 

for BSL 

 Use of filming peers and 

giving feedback 

 Ensure that pace and flow is 

not too fast or too slow 
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Art  
 

 
In KS3 pupils follow the revised National Curriculum for Art which is adapted to meet individual 

needs and abilities of the pupils.  The aims ensures that pupils 

 

 Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques 

 Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

 Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and 

cultural development of their art forms 

 

Rotation 1 Rotation 2 

Collage Birds (Inspired by Mark Hearld’s 

birds) 

To develop a range of coloured and 

textured papers to use for a collage. 

To create an effective collage using printed 

images.  

To continue to develop a range of collage 

techniques to show colour and tone.  

To construct a bird installation piece 

accurately. 

To illustrate a bird to highlight key design 

features and add detail.  

To evaluate a final piece.  

Gargoyle Sculptures  

Gargoyles mind mapping 

Drawings from second hand observation: 

pencil, chalk and charcoal 

Develop painting skills using layering and 

dry brushing. 

Design and develop an imaginative Gargoyle 

in 3D 

Make a gargoyle using the sculpture 

techniques 

Self evaluate the gargoyle project 
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Music 
 
In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum for Music which is adapted to meet individual 

needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

We also offer pupils the opportunity to be involved in the school signing choir and also in 

school productions.   

 

Pupils are assessed informally throughout the year, at the end of each activity. Through 

offering a broad and balanced curriculum we provide opportunities for pupils to learn and 

develop a variety of skills.  

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas. 

 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Elements of music 

 Writing graphic scores 

 playing as a group 

 turn taking and  

 Playing in time. Revision 

of musical vocabulary  

Music in film 

 Exploring how music is 

used to create suspense 

and excitement in films 

 Exploring and creating a 

graphic score for Charlie 

Chaplin movies  

Popular music 

 Investigating a chosen 

genre of modern music 

and how this influences 

lifestyle, dress, and 

friendships.  

 Learn how the genre was 

developed and names of 

famous musicians. 

Musical theatre 

 Appraising and 

performing.  

 How music is used in the 

theatre and in 

pantomimes.  

 Practise reviewing 

performances as a critic.  

 Learn, rehearse and 

perform songs and 

dances for school 

production  

Percussion (Stomp) 

 Explore how everyday 

objects are used to 

create sounds and music 

in the theatre 

production Stomp.  

 Investigate sounds 

produced by everyday 

objects  

 Create own “Stomp” 

style scene. 

 

Celebrations and 

ceremonies 

 The importance of music 

across the world. 

 Discuss importance of 

anthems and musical 

rituals in sport – New 

Zealand Haka dance. 

 
Signed singing throughout the year 
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Careers Education Information Advice and Guidance 
 

In KS3 pupils follow the National Information Advice and Guidance requirements within Careers 

which is adapted to meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas  

 

 Wages and budgeting 

 Skills and qualities  

 Health and Safety at Work. 

 Work based problem solving activities 
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Personal, Social and Health Education 
 
PSHE is designed to help our pupils develop fully as individuals and as members of 

families and social and economic communities. Pupils will have the opportunity to be 

equipped with the knowledge, understanding, attitudes and practical skills to live 

healthily, safely, productively and responsibly 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas  

 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Smoking 

 Why people smoke 

 What’s in cigarette 

smoke 

 Who pays/who 

benefits 

 Stopping smoking 

Relationships 

 Types of relationship  

Healthy relationships 

 Building healthy 

relationships 

 Identifying strengths 

and weaknesses in 

relationships 

First Aid 

 Second steps in first 

aid- practical training 

with the involvement 

of the school nurse 

Drugs 

 Medicines and 

recreational drugs 

 Medicine safety 

 Asking questions about 

medication 

 Access to medication 

 Legal and illegal 

Bereavement 

 When someone dies 

 Expressing sympathy 

 Grieving processes 
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Design and Technology – Food 

In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum for Design and Technology Food which is 

adapted to meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Pupils engage in a range of activities including focussed practical tasks, design and make 

activities and disassembly of food products to largely involve the use of savoury foods 

as directed by the government in the national curriculum. 

 

Year 8 pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas:- 

Rotation 1 Rotation 2 

Exploring materials used in dishes from 

our own and other’s cultures 

 Mexican cooking 

 Indian cuisine 

 Italian dishes 

 Greek food 

 Chines food 

 Dishes using English staple foods 

Exploring ingredients to make dishes 

for clients based on the current 

guidelines for healthy eating 

Work will include 

 Balanced meals and diets 

 Healthy methods of cooking 

 Fats – the facts 

 Use of eggs in a healthy diet 

 The provenance and use of meat in a 

healthy diet. 

 Planning healthy dishes suitable for 

the pupils’ own family 
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Design and Technology  
 

In KS3 students follow the revised National Curriculum for Design and Technology which is 

adapted to meet the individual needs and abilities of the students. 

 

Pupils are taught on a rotational basis and will participate in 2 separate sessions of 

approximately 6 weeks each. Each session will focus on a different project or group of 

projects to solve design problems by using all available resources safely and confidently. 

 

Students will engage in a range of activities including: 

 Producing creative design work, exploring ideas and concepts. 

 Practising different manufacturing skills, techniques and processes with a variety of 

different tools and machinery to produce high quality products. 

 Evaluating and analysing different products to access their suitability and practicality. 

 Theory related learning covering key aspects of materials technology, sustainability health 

and safety and many more… 

 

Projects intentions for year 8 are as follows: 

(Please note projects can change depending on cost and availability of resources) 

 

Rotation 1 Rotation 2 

Biomimicry car with display mount 

Pewter cast key ring with packaging 

Analogue clock 

Award trophy 
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History 

In KS3 pupils follow the revised National Curriculum programmes of study, which are adapted 

to meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils.   

 

The curriculum aims to develop pupils understanding and awareness of historical concepts and 

events. 

 

Visual teaching and ICT are an integral part of the lesson.  To support the teaching we use 

real artefacts and local visits that link to the topic area. 

 

Pupils are assessed at the end of each topic area by an end of topic test or project 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following topic areas:- 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

The Making of the United 

Kingdom 1500-1750 

 Henry VII and The 

Battle of Bosworth 

 Henry VII and the 

Reformation 

 Elizabeth I 

 Major Events: 

 Spanish Armada 

 Gunpowder Plot 

 Fire of London 

 Plague 

 

English Civil War 

 Oliver Cromwell 

 Witchcraft 

 Overseas exploration 

 

Britain 1750-1900  

 The Industrial 

Revolution Population 

 Transport 

 Industry 

 Housing 

 Child Labour 

 Workhouses 

 Agricultural Revolution 

 Development of the 

British Empire 

 The Slave Trade 

 

  

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://thewivesofhenrythe8th.com/images/h81.jpg&imgrefurl=http://thewivesofhenrythe8th.com/&usg=__0etn70IJgALXLvYQbbBDxQ6I-gs=&h=458&w=334&sz=60&hl=en&start=27&tbnid=xR1DkziUtncJbM:&tbnh=128&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q=henry+the+8th&gbv=2&ndsp=20&hl=en&sa=N&start=20
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Geography 

In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum for Geography which is adapted to meet individual 

needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Pupils study a range of topics at local, national and international scales. 

 

Pupils are informally assessed on key words throughout each unit and are formally tested after 

each unit and at the end of the year. 

Pupils will have the opportunity to study the following areas: 
 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Is the world the same 

wherever I go? 

 

 Comparison of different 

environments, including 

extreme environments: 

where are the most 

populated, poorest, 

wealthiest, highest, lowest, 

hottest, coldest, wettest, 

driest & windiest places in 

the world? 

 case studies of: 

Europe and Russia 

South and East Asia.    

Comparison                                                                                                                                                                 

Africa                                        

North America                     

South America               

 

How is the world 

developing? 

 

 How and who do 

we trade with? 

Why do we trade? 

 Measuring 

development. 

Technology, 

transport. 

 The impact of 

industry on the 

environment – 

e.g’s of fast 

fashion & water.  

How are we linked to our 

natural world?  

 

 What are ecosystems, 

biomes, fauna & flora? How 

does the weather influence 

them? 

 Specific case studies of 

ecosystems – coral reefs, 

Tropical rainforests, 

deserts, Forests, 

grasslands. 

 
  

Use a variety of resources, map skills and atlases. 
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Asdan  
 

ASDAN provides a range of courses covering preparation for life and work, enrichment 

subjects, PSHE and Citizenship. 

 

Every course is designed to develop learners’ personal, transferable and employability 

skills through an engaging and challenging curriculum of activities, leading to a 

certificate of achievement.  

Modules in year 8 include Communication, Home Management, The Environment and 

Health and Survival. 

 

Pupils will compile a portfolio to show evidence of the challenges they have completed 

and the skills they have developed. This could include 

 A pupil book 

 Skills Sheets  

 Summary of achievement 

 Evidence could include: 

 Worksheets 

 Photos 

 Video  

 Drawings or collages 

 Witness statements 

 Notes 

 Maps or tickets 

 Diaries or logs 

 Anything that shows how the challenge was completed 

 

 


